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Soldiers Bombardier Walter Arksey (left) and Master Cpl. 
Tim Wilson had their memorial desecrated last week after 
thieves stole commemorative planters from their cairn.  

The memorial site of two Langruth soldiers was desecrated 
last week when two ornamental vases were stolen leading 
family members to wonder who would do such a thing. 

 “I was mad. It’s a war memorial to two soldiers that died 2. 
If you want to steal, don’t do it off of dead soldiers,” said 
Jane Wilson. 

The family noticed the vessels were missing last Friday 
when Wilson’s brother went to visit the memorial, which is 
located by Highway 50. “He said you could see where a 
vehicle had backed in and put the planters in the back,” said Wilson. “The planters were heavy. It’s wasn’t any 10-year-old kid that was 
taking them away on a bicycle.” 

The 2009 memorial was erected in honour of Wilson’s son, Master Cpl. Tim Wilson, who died in Afghanistan and her uncle, Bombardier 
Walter Arksey, who died in the Second World War. 

Tim was killed in 2006 at the age of 29 while on patrol with the Shilo-based Princess Patricia Canadian Light Infantry. The patrol’s light 
armored vehicle rolled over after being hit by a taxi, killing the father of two. “I can’t describe how I felt. When you lose a child it destroys 
your world. He loved the army. He was doing exactly what he wanted to do,” said Wilson. Although Tim’s body was returned to Canada, 
his great-uncle’s was not. 

Walter died during a flying mission over France when his plane was shot down by the enemy. The 21-year-old was later buried in a 
cemetery outside of Versailles. “He was one of nine brothers. He never married,” said Wilson. 

The family’s roots in Langruth go back 100 years, therefore it seemed fitting that Wilson and her brother would turn a part of their 
grandfather’s land into a memorial. “We just thought it would be a tribute to Tim because he died in 2006, but also to my Uncle Walter 
because his grave isn’t even in Canada. Tim at least came home to be buried, so it seemed like a good thing to do,” said Wilson. 

The rock that was used for the memorial came from Wilson’s backyard. It was the same rock Tim and his two brothers would play on 
when they were children. “My boys used to play on it when they were little and used it as a spaceship and what ever their imagination 
wanted it to be,” she said. 

The rock holds a plaque with images of Tim and Walter and their history. Under that is a hand written tribute by Tim’s then nine-year-old 
son that reads, In loving memory, with a little poppy the boy drew that was set into the plaque. 

“I’m just irritated that it sat there from 2009 to now and everybody has always been respectful. You might even find a poppy after 
Remembrance Day that someone left there. It was always treated respectfully and now this happened,” said Wilson. 

“Our family, we took a lot of work and pride and somebody has taken what wasn’t theirs. It obviously had no meaning to them, but it had 
great meaning to me and my family. It’s just wrong.” 

Wilson said she hasn’t contacted the RCMP as she believes they have bigger issues to deal with. She said the family will likely replace 
the planters, which will definitely be chained down. 

“Unless they are totally illiterate, they would know exactly what they were taking. They have no values and they have no understanding 
of right and wrong,” she said. 
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